LAZARUS RAISED (2) 


SERIES OF SERMONS ON THE SEVEN MIRACULOUS SIGNS OF JESUS RECORDED IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

Eighth and final in the series

Rev Dirk J van Garderen

Title: LAZARUS RAISED (2) 

Readings:  John 11. 1-37 and John 11.38-57

Note to the reader:  This series is designed to be read as a series.  However, they are very much independent and able to be used as a ‘one off’.

Suggestions and queries welcome:  dirkjvg@gmail.com
Dear congregation,

Lazarus, the friend whom Jesus loved, had been in his tomb four days by the time the Lord arrived on the scene in Bethany.

First Martha, one of Lazarus’ two sisters, went out to meet the Lord and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ (11.21)  Jesus comforts her by revealing who he is and what he will do for Lazarus and all who believe and put their trust in him.   During his ministry he had repeatedly taught that whosoever the Father would draw to himself through him would be raised on the last day.  (John 6.44 C/F 6.40. 6.51.)  In speaking to Martha (and us) he explained this more fully.  He said to her:

 “I (I myself) am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (11:25,26)

Martha responded by saying:  “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world. (27)

*    *    *
It is one thing to believe or have faith in someone or something but often something altogether different to give the reasons or basis for such belief.   Faith is not blind.  It is never without solid grounds.  Therefore, as a believer, you must ask Jesus:  ‘’Are you really who you claim to be?  If you have the power to resurrect and give new life to all who believe in you, prove it!   Show me!”  What happened next in John 11 will do just that, and more!  
THE SIGN
Back to the story.   After Martha’s confession she went back to the house to her sister Mary and told her in private, ‘The teacher (rabbi) is here and is asking for you.’ (28)

Mary ‘rose quickly’ (rushed out) to him.  Her abrupt departure caused the others in the house to sense something was up.  They followed her.  Probably had trouble keeping up.   She moved quickly.  At first everyone thought that Mary, obviously an emotional person, was overwhelmed with grief once more and hurrying to the tomb to cry.  No.  She wanted to be with Jesus, to blurt out her pain and grief to him.

Mary, weeping, came to where Jesus was.  She bursts out, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ (32)   Many other mourners who followed her, were also weeping.

What stands out is that the Lord Jesus did not instruct her about him being the resurrection and the life as he had with Martha.  He says nothing.  Instead, he reveals his feelings.   He was ‘deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.’   The original Greek translated ‘greatly troubled’ is hard to reproduce in English.  Rather than express being upset by grief, pain or sympathy, it conveys fierce anger.  One commentator speaks of outrage (Carson) and another uses the phrase ‘inexpressible anger’ (Warfield).  
Why was Jesus feeling like this?  Several reasons have been offered.  I prefer the interpretation that understands this to be an expression of the Lord’s anger as he saw the power and evil of death, the result of living in a sinful, under-a-curse world.  In the grief, misery and pain of Mary the Lord saw and felt the curse and despair of our fallen human condition: yours and mine.  He is deeply angry he sees Mary’s pain and the tears of those who were there.  He is outraged that death has the final say in our lives.

‘Jesus wept.’ (11.35)  His weeping outside of the tomb of Lazarus is different from the weeping of Mary and the mourners.  The Greek word describes angry weeping, expressing outrage – violent hot tears.  Jesus, the resurrection and life is outraged by the final enemy – the grave.  He hates suffering and the ultimate victory of sin, death – passionately!
But, as the response of the crowd who was there shows, the outrage Jesus felt was misunderstood by them.  They saw the Lord’s tears as an expression of despair and helplessness.  They mutter, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?’ (37) 
Yes, he could have.   But, as he himself had already told his disciples, Lazarus’ death is for God’s glory, so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.  It is to show his love for Lazarus, you and me that he weeps outside the tomb of Lazarus.  

Moved deeply again, the Lord Jesus orders the removal of the stone from the tomb.  Martha, ever realistic and down to earth, objected.  The odour of a man who had been dead for that length of time, especially in that part of the world, would have been overpowering.  But Jesus commands: Move it. They did.
Then he looked up and prayed

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 11:41,42.
A remarkable prayer to the Father who has sent him into the world.  Remarkable because:
1. The prayer assumes that Jesus had already asked for Lazarus’ life and that all he must do is thank the Father for the answer.  (Recall 11.11 how Jesus said that Lazarus was asleep and that he was going to wake him up.)

2. This prayer is for the benefit of those who were there - ‘that they may believe that you sent me’.  It is for your benefit and mine.  

3. It demonstrates the truth that Jesus does nothing in himself, but is totally dependent on and obedient to the will of the Father who sent him. (5.19ff)
 Jesus cried out, ‘Lazarus, come out!’  He did!  
The Jews wrapped their dead in strips of linen as well as wrapping them in a sheet. A separate cloth (soudarion – from Lat. sudarium – ‘sweat-cloth’) wrapped around his face to keep his jaw in place.   
Picture it. Lazarus, wrapped and bound, would have been able to do little more than hop or shuffle.

Jesus orders that Lazarus be released from these grave-clothes.  There he is!  Alive!  He is back to be among the living.  Death has lost its final say.  Astonishing.   A dead man walking – alive!  
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS MIRACULOUS SIGN
No, don’t stare at Lazarus!   He’s not the main focus here.  Turn your eyes to Jesus.  Face the very questions that all those who saw this miraculous sign must.   ‘Who are you Jesus?’   Go on, ask him, ‘Who are you Rabbi?’   

Jesus confronts you with the truth about himself.   He demonstrates and proves what Martha had confessed:  He is the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the world. 
(1)  He truly is God’s Anointed One, the Christ. 
(2) He is one with God the Father in a way that is unique – one of a kind – in the history of this planet.   The second person of the trinity, the eternal Word become flesh.   As you see what God the Father does through Jesus his Son, what do you believe about him?  Go on, marvel, be amazed, astonished, as you focus on Jesus!
History is littered with the corpses and memories of those who made similar claims about being Messiah, Sons of God. Men and women ranging from luminaries to lunatics.  But never in the history of this planet has there been one who has demonstrated his relationship with the Father, the claim of being his one-and-only Son who was with God the Father from eternity, the Son one-and-only Son who shares in the very essence of God the Father, as does this Jesus of Nazareth.  
In John 5.19-21 Jesus had answered his Jewish critics by claiming:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but can do only what he sees his Father doing.  For whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing.  And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.” 

Here in John 11, by raising Lazarus, Jesus points out in his prayer just before he called out to Lazarus, that he is doing only what the Father has called and enabled him to do.  He does so because he is God’s Son!

RESPONSES

Do you believe, are you totally confident that he is the Anointed One, the Son of God who has come into the world? 
The closing section of John 11 shows two kinds of responses to this question.

1) SOME BELIEVED
John 11.45 records that ‘many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him.’ (45)
Many who saw this miraculous sign, put their faith in Jesus.  I suspect that this means that they joined Martha in the confession she had made.  

1.1 Indeed, they believed Jesus must be the Christ – the Anointed One of whom the prophets had spoken, for whom all of Israel’s faithful children have longed and prayed for many centuries.  (However, I need to add that, for now, their understanding of the work and kingdom the Christ will establish was still, at best, very confused and at worst, completely wrong.  They expected an earthly kingdom where, as believers in the Christ, they would conquer all manner of earthly powers to attain a great wealth and prominence in an earthly sense.  The fact that the Christ would establish an eternal spiritual kingdom where the ultimately enemies: the prince of this world (Satan), the power of sin, and death itself would be conquered forever, was not at all understood by them at this point.)
1.2 They also, with Martha, believed Jesus to be God’s Son, ‘the Word become flesh’.  Therefore, they understood clearly that to oppose Jesus, not to believe in him, is nothing less than to oppose the Lord God himself.  Once again, the full implications of this belief would not have dawned until some time later – after Jesus died and been raised from the grave by God’s almighty power. 

2) OTHERS DID NOT BELIEVE.

In 11.46ff we read about what others did.  They went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

2.1 It is possible to suggest that they did this in order to convince the Pharisees to believe in Jesus.  Possible, but unlikely.  The Pharisees had already made up their minds and were not about to change their belief.
2.2 More likely, knowing the impact this news would have, these people, spoke to the Pharisees – to stir things up, bring opposition to Jesus to a head.

The actual outcome of this report is recorded in 11.46-57.   We won’t go into that passage except to say that even here God is very obviously still directing everything according to his purpose and plan.  He is in control even over Caiaphas and the Jewish Sanhedrin.  The best parallel I can think of here is Pharaoh of Egypt in the days of Moses.  While Pharaoh did his thing to achieve his own goals, God was in fact using him to accomplish his own purposes!

It is always striking that two or more people can witness or hear exactly the same event and interpret it in two equally opposing ways.   
· Some hearts were turned to Jesus in faith and, with Martha, confessed Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the world.  
· Others saw only a danger to the status quo.  They saw Jesus of Nazareth as someone who threatened the old, tried and tested ways of the past and/or their own belief system.   No matter what the evidence they would only ever see and hear what they wanted to see and hear.

The same is true today.   If you have believed in your heart and confessed with your lips that Jesus is Lord, does that mean that you and I smarter, brighter (or is it more gullible and easily taken in??) those who do not or can’t stop doubting and being unsure?
What is the difference, or, if you like, the ‘X’ factor?

No, the reason does not lie within you or me.  In that regard we have nothing to boast about.  The reason is God himself – the presence and power of the living God, drawing us to himself, opening our eyes and ears to see and hear Jesus as the Christ, the eternal, only-begotten Son of the Father.   

The difference is God the Holy Spirit!   Without that Holy Spirit, no matter how wide our eyes are open, minds and receptive, we would not be able see (John 3.3) or even begin to be drawn (or attracted) to Jesus. (6.44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.)

Why mention this?

Simply to keep us in our place in a spiritual and eternal sense.  Our faith is not our contribution to our salvation!   We are drawn to Christ, confess him as Lord of our lives not because we are so smart or gullible, but because of the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit. Praise the Lord!
Surely, unless the Lord  ‘draws’ – through his Holy Spirit opens hearts, ears and minds, we would remain unmoved and unconvinced.

If you are a believer who has put your trust for life and death in Jesus, give glory to God!  You believe not because you are smarter, holier, more spiritually discerning, but it is by grace you have been saved.  Be humbled therefore. Give glory to God and to the Son  of God.
And begin to pray all the more earnestly for those hear Jesus make the claim but remain basically unchanged by it.  Pray for God’s amazing grace to give sight to blind eyes, life to dead-in-sins hearts, to draw the lost to himself.    

If he can do it for you, there is surely reason to hope and be optimistic for others as well!
Seven signs: seventh sign: Raising of Lazarus.  8th in series. (2nd  on the 7th)  pm Dec 1, 2002. BB Hamilton, pm 1 Sept 2019
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Readings:  John 11. 1-37 and John 11.38-57

Order of service:

Duty elder:

a) Welcome, notices and a call to worship
b) Introduce the singing of STTL 211 ‘Come people of the risen King’  

Singing:  STTL 211

Dirk:

a) Greets.  Pledge and the Lord’s greeting

b) Prayer: adoration, thanksgiving and for illumination

c) Confession and assurance:

i) God’s will for our lives

ii) Self-examination

iii) Confession:   STTL 25:  1,2,3, 7  (I prefer the alternative tune (Spanish Hymn) but leave it to you.  This is a prayer.

iv) Assurance of pardon and commitment to thankful obedience

Duty elder (or deacon)

a) First scripture reading:  John 11.1-37  (Mention that is a return to the theme introduced last Sunday – the death and raising up of Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary

b) Prayer of intercession (this also includes dedication of offerings given, even electronically).   If deacon would like me to do this, I would be happy to.  Just confirm this beforehand.)
Dirk:

a) Second scripture reading:  John 11.38-57

b) Message:  LAZARUS RAISED (2)

c) Prayer

d) Benediction

e) Congregation called to sing:  Sttl  222: 1,2,3,5,6 Alternate tune (Lyngham)  O for a thousand tongues

Singing:  Sttl 222:1,2,3,5,6  O for a thousand tongues to sing
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